
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 3
WASHINGTON, D.t. 20548

prezt 8'i , L. ''-' r.'OCT

,5. 4&. . rX. a tadrzzeW 1ot~09 aw4 Albany Ave.

: r.oh L =iehure, qNew York 11757

Attentio~nt Mr* Autboxy &mauario
., kfF ~~~Preaiet

py letter dated June 16, 1970, yoou pvtsted the of
< i~avitatiofl for bids go. Fp600-70-DB 333* issued by Hill Air Yoroe Base,

* W Vta, for 86,730 -87/B drivee aueutby couplers. The ccellatio of
ib W t&he set-q portio4 of nother irnvitsti= for the sme ium (invitation
S g for bidz l. iF&2 60O6.. 3 3 ") v &I-so prtee b tv com COp&M. TUB

* f.1attar pretest is the xuzbject of our decision of tod } B-168259.,b-l68259(3),
~ oaW herewith.

TA 1.AVit i0a .13 was issued on September 3, 1969, Jd bids were
- opened on October 7, 1969, but becauae of d*I1Ea in the rsepou-
.,;usibLUty of ynr= ii the Im biddrls and that of the Brod C=roi.on

S the soond Iy bidder, n* mud had ben made by Jnuay 23, 1970 vhon
biddwa w*r 3adved by the Air Porce that2

"A xe-wanysia'oftha r quireIwt in subject discloses
that thse axseU =v no longer needd by the Air Ftoras
therefore, W A2600i7T-)a is ± n

You point xt tult ntvihstat ing the nactionj mother
iwdtation for the sa itenm iwitation for bids Do, 426wOO.7oD-1764,

- va igud an January 16, 1970, &W you tereao dispte the claWzInof
tb* Air ?Force that the itew call d .or by Svitai .1333 ver "no
..'l on needed.

The position of thDet of the Air Force with regard to this
; meellat1s is imt forth ia contxwting oaficers sta*ment dated
Ytrh 2, 1970s %bnein it is stated:

}"* * A delw in amrd resultad from negative, pro-awrd
Y zurfeys issud on the Uo bidder (Forest Scientific, I=C.) amd

the $caod low bldMs (Breed Corp.). ThO cc soq tialJ dal-my
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B-.168259(4)
B -168732

in delivery of hard ipre, X par Xred t q t
be reevaluated, especially in View of reduced Uage, cm-
putad FYr0 progr= requiremmta, and teecbicaL chsnges wich
had occurred since IF $'426o0.70-B.13 hed beam issued.

"Value Change Proposals van accepted on
.*s 3 Dec 1969 and 19 Jan 1970. Thse ioaterially changed appli-

cable drwingss the material composition (i.e., housing from
alumiam ba r to die cut aLmia and -plate bearing froa
aluminum to stel), and the Mnuf&Cturing processes. 2hese
changed conditions plus the probable quaatityprice break
f.= soliciting the 0 equirement of 477709 *** in
tot.l -as opposed 'to wizar 867 4 * * in Fg426oo..7
.- 1333 and soliciting only 390,979 dictate& that U1 I426004
70-3.1333 be cancelled. The VtPs were inco rated into
in3 Az~60wb7o-B-1754 on 10 Feb 1970 and the opening extend-ad
to 17 Mar1970."

A al contracting officeras stateent submitted in response to
qestions propounded by our Office concing the relationship betvem
i.ritations -1333, -1754, and -3486 tatld.:

"X7B 3142600$70-B-1754 (hereinafter 13 1754) was I.amwd
16 Jan 970 for the seond'six onitho Production of FM pro-
amed ra. Consideration was being gien to adding
the rt of IFB 1333 to the accond six months pzodue-
tion on VB 1754 for the pmrposc of lcopofttine MZCP s

. wproved 3 Dec 1969 a19 Jan 1 * Before this ould. be
nc.omphisbd# the zent on 1333 was csneelld. This
cancellaton v" affected by reason of the fact tat the
equire.ent no longer existed. We considered reducing quano

tity on aD 1754 and cortimiiing with award under IFB 1333.
- A vu not condered feasible since FY69 fmuds were not

vailable for thin itema. It vw detexmined the best aolution
was to cascel W: 1333. Tis vould Also rslt in our getting
the now configuration." (Empasi supplied.)

While our decision B.168259, 3-i16259(3) of today questions the
position of the Air Force that the specification changes vere so sgnidf-
icant an to varrant invitation cancellation after =Vosure of bid prices,
the record substantiatea the fact tha th, requiremet for the specific
quantity of couplers mver8d by invittion .1333 related to fiscal year
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'B -16872594

1969 requirments amd that Funds for that fiscal year vere no longer
! v ailable to Proure tee colrplers, Theefore4 w1l i rvitutiorx --1764

-44va, aa you contend., for tho~ sae itemi, as~ modifieds such f~ot does not
affct tbe propriety of the cane11tiori actiou taken Vith xuspeot to
iirvl=tation -1333. AcordinglY, we OoncLud4 tb~ the cancellation of

g .irwtatticn 41333 Vag in acCordncOe vitAMP 2.404.1(b) (ii') autborizing
j4~ Imitstion cleUlation wbexre "'tJe svpplles or services 'bing procured

no longer rediied," See,. in this regardt O164721, Dec:=ber 20, 1968.

Your pyrotct is thearefre denied.

Very trVU4 yoss,

VA, R.-F. Heller

;Assistcrl? Cptroller Ceimal
... of the .- itd Ste .
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